


THE HENRY AND ANNE PAOLUCCI FUND

The Intercollegiate Studies Institute (ISI) is a nonprofit 
educational organization that works to inspire college students 
to discover, embrace, and advance the principles and virtues that 
make America free and prosperous. ISI is proud to preserve and 
advance the considerable scholarly, civic, and cultural achieve-
ments of Henry and Anne Paolucci.

Through the Henry and Anne Paolucci Fund, ISI con-
tinues the Paoluccis’ most important projects, including:

The Henry Paolucci/Walter Bagehot Book Award 
Each year, ISI honors an important book that embodies 

the spirit, range, and scholarly rigor of the award’s namesakes. 
The winning author receives a cash prize of $5,000.

The Council on National Literatures 
Founded by Dr. Anne Paolucci, the Council on National 

Literatures has long provided a forum for the comparative study 
of established, emergent, and neglected national literatures. ISI 
will continue this work by sponsoring lectures, conferences, and 
prizes for scholars working in this field.

Griffon House Publications and the Bagehot Council
ISI will continue to distribute and promote the publica-

tions of Griffon House and the Walter Bagehot Research Coun-
cil on National Sovereignty to ensure that these important works 
remain available to students and scholars.

www.isi.org
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
 

 

COMM. ANNE ATTURA PAOLUCCI, PH.D.  
 

Born in Rome, Italy, Anne Paolucci settled with her 
family in New York at the age of eight. She attended public 
school in New York City, Barnard College, and Columbia 
University, where she won the first Woodbridge Honorary 
Fellowship in the Department of English and Comparative 
Literature for her Ph.D. dissertation on Dante and Spenser. She 
spent a year as a Fulbright Scholar at the University of Rome 
and later returned to Italy for two years as a Fulbright Lecturer 
in American Drama at the University of Naples. While in 
Naples, she saw her first full-length play, The Shot Season, 
produced under the auspices of the American Embassy with the 
participation of NATO actors. The play was later staged in 
showcase production at the Cubiculo in New York, under the 
direction of Maurice Edwards and produced by Nicholas John 
Stathis. During her stay in Naples, she also produced and 
directed Edward Albee’s The Zoo Story. 

In 1979, Dr. Paolucci was a guest of the Australian 
National University’s Research Centre (Canberra) for several 
months. She also visited Yugoslavia twice at the invitation of 
that government and lectured extensively in those countries as 
well as in Canada, England, Italy, Austria, and the United 
States. She taught at the City College of New York (CUNY) 
before joining the faculty of St John’s University in New York 
as its first University Research Professor. 

A prolific writer on Renaissance drama, dramatic 
theory, Hegelian aesthetics, Spenser, Dante, Machiavelli, 
Pirandello, Albee and the Theater of the Absurd, and classical 
and Shakespearean tragedy, Dr. Paolucci also translated major 
works from Italian and French. Her translation of Machiavelli’s 
Mandragola has gone through forty printings, and more 
recently her Selected Poems of Giacomo Leopardi was singled out 
for recognition by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
was awarded a cash prize. 

She wrote what has become the classic work on Albee’s 
early plays, From Tension to Tonic: The Plays of Edward Albee 
(1972). In 2010 she published a second book on Albee—Edward 
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Albee: The Later Plays. In connection with the publication of this 
study, Dr. Paolucci lectured at The Players. Mr. Albee was in 
attendance and gave high praise to her work. 

Dr. Paolucci also became known for her work on 
Pirandello’s plays and fiction. Pirandello’s Theater: The 
Recovery of the Modern Stage for Dramatic Art was published in 
1974, and as president of the Pirandello Society of America for 
seventeen years, she brought the work of the Italian Nobel 
laureate to the attention of academics and theater people 
universally. 

Dr. Paolucci’s awards include an honorary degree from 
Lehman College (CUNY), the knighthood of “Commendatore” 
from the Italian Republic, and the national Elena Cornaro 
Award of the Order Sons of Italy in America (OSIA). In 1986, 
President Ronald Reagan appointed her to the Council on the 
Humanities, where she continued to serve under the 
administration of Presidents George H. W. Bush and Bill 
Clinton. In 1996, Governor George Pataki chose her to serve on 
the board of trustees of CUNY, the second largest university 
system in the United States, and in 1997, Dr. Paolucci was 
named chairwoman of the board, a position from which she 
resigned in 1999 to devote all her time to writing and publishing. 
In 2008 she received the Lifetime Achievement Award and Gold 
Medal of the New York State Senate as well as recognition by 
the New York City Council. 

As founder and president of the Council on National 
Literatures (CNL), Dr. Paolucci served as editor of both its 
prestigious annual Review of National Literatures (1970–2001) 
and CNL / World Report (1976–2001). In 2000 she established the 
CNL / Anne and Henry Paolucci International Conference 
Center in New York. After that, she published a number of new 
books by her husband, Dr. Henry Paolucci, as well as reprints of 
his work. In recent years, she also published three mystery 
novels, a book of short stories, and her last book, Henry 
Paolucci: A Conservative Voice for All Seasons. 

In 2004, Dr. Paolucci set up at the Intercollegiate 
Studies Institute (ISI) the annual Henry Paolucci / Walter 
Bagehot Book Award in honor of her husband and the British 
economist after whom Professor Henry Paolucci named his 
Walter Bagehot Research Council on National Sovereignty. In 
addition to her support for ISI’s work, she was the major 
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benefactor of Christ the King Regional High School in Middle 
Village, New York. 

Dr. Paolucci passed away on July 15, 2012, after a short 
illness and a long and illustrious career. She is survived by her 
niece Azar Attura; her dear friends Dolores Frank Cohen and 
Barney Cohen, Clara Sarrocco, Constance and Serphin Maltese, 
and Diego Lodico; her nieces and nephew, Clare Kretzman, 
Barbara O’Brien, Joan Lovler, and Joseph Attura (children of 
her deceased brother, George); and Ian and Shannon Robinson, 
son and daughter-in-law of her late niece Shirin Haidari 
(daughter of her deceased sister, Sylvia Attura). Dr. Paolucci’s 
husband, Henry, predeceased her in 1999. 
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